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“No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5: 15-16

Now that the holidays are over and another year has 
begun, we’re often reminded to be sure we don’t “pack 
Christ away” with all the Christmas decorations.  Although 
the celebrations of his birth may be finished for 2018, we 
continue to rejoice that God is with us throughout the new 
year. Praise God, for Emmanuel is ever present, ever with 
us, ever faithful—every day of our lives! 

Part of Jesus’ mission on earth was to show God’s 
children a better way to live—a way of love and peace.  
When he began his ministry, our Lord went to the 
synagogue and read from the Book of Isaiah, chapter 61. 
He then proclaimed that God’s Word from the prophet 
was now being fulfilled in their hearing.  (Luke 4: 16-21)  
Jesus would soon show the world that God’s kingdom 
was at hand—a kingdom that included justice and peace 

for all people.  This justice is a way of life that gives 
hope, because it puts right the things that are wrong in 
the world. It calls us to live righteously, keeping God’s 
commandments, loving one another as God has loved 
us, and joining in God’s work so that together we can 
help make our Lord’s prayer a reality in the world—
that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Howard Thurman, a respected author, theologian, 
and 20th century civil rights leader writes: 

“When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart.”

Now that we have celebrated that the Light that 
has come into the world, we have a new year full of 
opportunities as Christ’s Church, God’s own people, to 
share his light in all our words and actions. 

As we do this important work, may the year of our 
Lord 2019 bring you peace and make music in your heart.

Happy New Year!  
 —Rev. Deb
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Once again, I am 
overwhelmed by the 
congregation’s extremely 
generous Christmas gift, 
and the outpouring of 
love you have shown 
me in so many ways 
throughout the year. 

You have blessed me beyond measure. 
To quote the apostle Paul, “I thank my God every 

time I remember you, constantly praying with joy…”  
(Philippians 1: 3-4).  

Thank you one and all from the bottom of my heart. 
- —-Pastor Deb

Annual Reports
Annual reports from all church organizations are due 

in the church office as soon as possible so they might be 
typed in preparation for the Annual Meeting & Charge 
Conference on Sunday, January 27th following our 
worship service.

Aluminum Can Pop Tabs
The local chapter of AARP is collecting aluminum 

can pop tabs. They are turned over 
to the Shriners to be redeemed. We 
have offered to participate in this 
program. There is a glass jar on the 
table in the narthex for collection.

Pastor Deb is going to bless the new prayer shawls 
Feb. 10, 2019. If you have a shawl started, please try to 
finish it so it can be included. 

If you need some help with it call Norine at 315 
437- 8581 or catch me at coffee hour. We need your 
shawl too.

Bottles for the Budget/
Cans for the Church 

Please bring only clean and 
rinsed out New York State 
deposit bottles and cans to 

church every Sunday. Proceeds 
raised will go to our Building 

Fund.
Senior Citizens

Do you need help with home repairs? Catholic 
Charities will provide small home repairs at very 
low costs. 

For information or to schedule a repair, call the 
Project Fix Office at 424-1810 ext. 16.

UPPER ROOM and 
OUR DAILY BREAD 

for the next season are available in the narthex. 
Donations are appreciated to help cover costs.

Communications
If you do not currently receive e-mail updates 

and the church newsletter, Contact, from the church 
and would like to, place your e-mail address on the 
Friendship pad or leave it in the office.

Reading resolutions
Every January, many Christians resolve to read the 

entire Bible in one year. That’s a worthy goal, but God 
doesn’t require us to read a certain number of verses 
or chapters per day. Instead, he tells us to simply be in 
his Word — and thus be with him — so he can grow 
our faith, light our path and assure us of his love and 
forgiveness. God’s Word is a precious gift, but we need 
to “unwrap” it! 

F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a new year 
of discovering (and rediscovering!) Scripture: “Read 
the Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a home letter. If a 
cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach, gather it. 
If a promise lies upon the page as a blank check, cash 
it. If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch it 
as a feathered arrow from the bow of your desire. If an 
example of holiness gleams before you, ask God to do as 
much for you. If the truth is revealed … entreat that its 
brilliance may ever irradiate … your life.”

“True peace is not merely the absence 
of tension; it is the presence of justice.” 

—Martin Luther King Jr.
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“And a little child shall lead them”! On Sunday, 
December 16th, three young ladies, dressed as angels, 
made a presentation in church. Amber Hill, Katharine 
Kalmbach, and Leslie Yakubu sang Christmas carols and 
read the story, in the book of Luke, of Jesus’ birth. That 
was a very inspirational holiday message. 

In the passage quoted above, from chapter 11, verse 
6 in the book of Isaiah, the prophet predicts a time of 
change. These changes will be easily noticed as the prophet 
describes it as a time when odd things happen: 

‘Wolves will dwell with lambs’. Could this be a time 
of rapprochement between 2 contending political parties 
who could then concentrate on the people instead of 
ideologies?  

‘Leopards will lie down with the goats; the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together’. Does this suggest 
that whether we are old or young, rich or poor, whatever 
gender, size, ethnicity, social class or etc. that we are all 
children of God, the same God, the one and only God? 
And should be treated accordingly?!

Our 3 angels, that delivered the Christmas message, 
are not the same ages or sizes or schools etc... Yet in 
their simple faith in God, and the hope that they bring 
each week to their service—whether it is in Christian 
Education classes, or the sanctuary (and in this case, 
from the altar itself )—these angels we ‘heard on high’ 
are sweetly singing o’er the plains. Their song is to tell it 
on the mountain and everywhere else that Jesus Christ 
is indeed born. For that we are truly blessed with the 
hope of salvation and thereby, the greatest gift we could 
possibly be given. 

Yet all too often we find ourselves burdened down; 
not necessarily with our mortal sins, but with our busy 
schedules filled with relatively less meaningful things. 
Yes, we like to keep in touch with our friends and 
families. Certainly we want to give gifts to our loved 
ones. But if we get bogged down in the details and forget 
the message, have we lost the reason for the season? 

The children shall lead us in both their wonder 
at the holidays, and their unabashed joy in the whole 
Christmas time. Can we truly listen to their voices, and 

understand the message that they provided for us? Joy to 
the world, and peace to the people on earth. May this be 
the best gift of our Christmas, and our biggest resolution 
for the new year. God bless us everyone! 
 —Dale H. Greabell for the Christian Education Dept.

January jaunts:
   6 - communion
 13 - indoor class
 20 - outdoor class
 27 - student lead class 

Parish Council has approved the collection of 
donations to the Campership Fund to resume. Starting 
January and continuing through May, on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of each month, folks will have the 
opportunity to contribute to the Fund.

In the past the collection was referred to as “Coins 
for Camp”. For those who prefer not to accumulate their 
coins (such as myself ), gifts of currency would also be 
gratefully received. Thus, the collection will be called 
“Currency and Coins for Camp”.

Our church now has children of the appropriate age 
for camp attendance. A few went to camp last summer. 
We hope to provide future assistance for our youth to 
enjoy Christian camp experiences.   

Pledges To Support 
Our Church’s 2019 Budget: 

Thank you to those who have returned a Giving 
Intention Card to support our church’s 2019 Budget. 
If you have misplaced your card, please contact Cheryl 
Fox, our Assistant Treasurer, at 315-656-4625 or 
cafox9@gmail.com for a replacement. 

Peace and Happy New Year,
 —Anne Coughenour for your Finance Committee  

“Pursue some path, however narrow and crooked, 
in which you can walk with love and reverence.” 

—Henry David Thoreau
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In Hospitals, Nursing Homes, Assisted Living                    
 Nancy Bregard – Morning Star Care Center - Oswego
 Juanita Coleman – Elderwood – Diane Shafer’s mother
 Paul Harding – Crown Park Nursing Home - Cortland 
At Home
 Chuck Baker                    
 Sue Borasky         
 Daniel Camp – friend of Christy Knowlton
 Donna Dow          
 Shayna Fielding – Bev & Earl Lowe’s granddaughter    
 Jean Troy & Debbie Kelly – Shancy Gorman’s cousins
 Betty Hickox – Lynn Jacques’ mother                            
 Chuck & Madeline Kieb – Horton family friends
 Tim Krezmien – Nancy Miller’s grandson         
 Eugene Lansing
 Mary Pat Lavigne – Chuck & Marsha Provo’s daughter
 Barbara Manley   
 Heather Miles – friend of the Provos     
 Patty Miller – friend of the Provos
 Christine Opera – Shancy Gorman’s niece
 John Novak          
 Dolores Ruszczyk –
 Mark Radley
 Bob Stanton – Terri LaVergne’s uncle
 Judy Walters
Serving in the Armed Forces:
 Tina Bearup  - US Navy -Joan O’Donnell’s niece
 Bret Gratien - US Air Force – Dover AFB - grandson of   

                Peggy & Ray Haynes
 Andrew Metz – California
 Austin Miller – US Navy – Linda Graves gramdson
 Beth and Nate Roczen – US Army - Horton family friends
 Eric Spero – US Navy

Please notify the office of any changes so this list 
may be kept current.

Let’s Celebrate  
In January 

 3. Charles Combs, Sr., 
  Alexander Blake Thomas
 4. Darren Horton, 
  Dennis Weyer
 8. Samantha Bregard
 9. Dennis & Jeanette Cooter’s anniversary
 15. Rachelle Carney,
  Kelly (Weyer) Drapikowski, 
  Daniel Thomas, Jr.
 19. Jill Capsello, 
  Kristina Elise Spero
 21. Cee Cee Andrew, 
  Chuck Provo
 27. Leslie Yakubu
 28. Carol Courtwright

Empowered
The One who calls you to go into all the world and 

preach the Gospel to every creature is the One who by 
your consent, goes into all the world and preaches the 
Gospel to every creature through you! —W. Ian Thomas
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First United History
A chronological view of some of the steps leading to the 
merger of the First Presbyterian Church of East Syracuse 
(FPC) and the First United Methodist Church of East 

Syracuse (UMC). Contents provided from the notes of then 
Chairman of the Merger Committee, Charlie Combs.

(Continued from the December’18 issue of Contact)
May 23, 1971 Election of officers and vote on unified  
    budget. Following the UMC protocol, a  
    21 member parish council was elected.  
    Budget as presented was adopted. 
July 12, 1972 Vote on plans for new facility presented  
    by Les Bennets. Yes, 48; Abstain, 2 =   
    total 50.
October, 1972 Congregational meeting regarding   
    financing of building.
April 15, 1973 Votes taken on over all financing not to  
    exceed $197,000.00, interim financing  
    not to exceed $50,000.00, loan from   
    UPC Board of nNational Missions of   
    $75,000.00 and approval of Westhill   
    Constructin Co., Inc.
    Other resources were sale of the Scouten  
    property (former manse), sale of the FPC  
    for $7,500 and $125,000.00m on hand.  
    Votes were yes 79 no 0.
    A campaign for Building Fund pledges in  
    memory or honor of others was   
    conducted. Those names were and still  
    are added to the plaques on the nhall   
    wall outside of the Chapel.
    Total cost of $225,000.00 included a   
    sanctuary, Church School classrooms,   
    church offices, ;ounge, kitchen and   
    recreation room. Also new electronic   
    organ, pews, altar equipment,    
    communion  rail, carpeting, two home  
    style electric stoves.
April 22, 1973 Easter Sunday. Ground breaking   
    ceremony.
Nov. 21, 1973 Moving day from FPC building to   
    Franklin Park Drive.
Nov. 22, 1973 Thanksgiving Sunday. First Sunday in   
    new facility, and first fire.
Jan. 6, 1974 Consecration service of new facility.
April 7, 1974 Palm Sunday. Cross mounted on   
    Chancel wall.
April 21 1979 Mrmorial dedication and Mortgage   
    burning.
April 22, 1979 Dedication of facility.

How We Did It 
The challenge of coming up with well over 

$200,000.00 to build and equip the new facility was 
daunting. Many resources were pooled and we proceeded. 

1. The Methodist congregation had previously 
bought the Franklin Park property with an eye to 
building. The land cleared as we know it today is 
approximately one-half of the total of 6.3 acres we have. 

2. We negotiated and received a loan of $75,000.00 
from the Presbyterian Board of National Missions. The 
loan period was set at eight years. We were able to satisfy 
the entire amount in a little over six years. Obviously we 
saved some money by doing so. 

3. We conducted a three year building fund pledge 
campaign which was well supported. 

4. We owned a parcel of real property in East 
Syracuse. The Scouten property, as it was referred to, was 
sold for a nominal amount. 

5. The Presbyterian Church building was sold to a 
barbershop singing group for $7,500.00. 

We retained to rights to the stained glass windows 
to be used in the new facility. This added beauty and 
atmosphere at just the minimal cost for removing, 
relocating and installation. 

6. We also retained the right to keep the tower bell. 
A crew of laymen, headed by Bob law, detached the bell 
from its moorings and pushed it out of the tower to a 
free fall landing on the lawn below. All this while their 
feet were deep in the many years of pigeon droppings. 
The bell was delivered to the new site. You see it in front 
today mounted on a beautiful base. The base was donated 
by Floyd and Virginia Popp (both now deceased) 
accompanied by the decorative bushes. Included in the 
front corners of the base are the corner stones from both 
the former Methodist and Presbyterian buildings. 

7. We opened an opportunity for increasing our 
Memorial Funds via donations in memory or honor 
of loved ones or friends. This created the opportunity 
for furnishings to be acquired. Those memorialized 
or honored in this way have their names added to the 
plaques located in the hallway near the chapel. This 
opportunity is still available. 

8. We sold at bargain rates the hand made banquet 
tables and the antique chairs which had been in use in 
the Presbyterian facility. The proceeds enabled us to 
purchase the folding tables and chairs still in use today. 
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January 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

New Year's 
Day

1
8:30 AM Thrive by 

Five Mtg. ('til 
2:45pm)

2
5:30 PM Girl 
Scouts (FH)

3 4 5

10:00 AM Worship & 
Christian Ed.

2:00 PM Girl Scouts, (Lounge)

6 7
1:00 PM Blood 

Drive ('til 6)

8 9
5:30 PM Girl 
Scouts (FH)

6:30 PM Finance 
Comm. Mtg. 

(Lounge)

10 11
9:00 AM PEO Mtg. ('til noon 

in the Lounge)
10:00 AM CNYGS TTs 

(Lounge 'til noon)

12

10:00 AM Worship & 
Christian Ed.

13 14
6:30 PM Parish 

Council (Lounge)

15 16
5:30 PM Girl 
Scouts (FH)

17 18 19

10:00 AM Worship & 
Christian Ed.

11:15 AM Sandwich Making
2:00 PM Girl Scouts, (Lounge)

20 21
3:00 PM 

Thrive-by-Five 
Mtg.

22 23
5:30 PM Girl 
Scouts (FH)

24 25 26

10:00 AM Worship & 
Christian Ed.

11:15 AM Annual Meeting 
& Charge Conference (FH)

27 28 29 30 31

First United Church of East Syracuse Events 
Calendar

Special dates
• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019 

• Epiphany, January 6, 2019 
• Baptism of the Lord, January 13, 2019 

• Week of Prayer for Christian Unity,          
January 18-25, 2019 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21, 2019
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First United Church of East Syracuse
823 Franklin Park Drive
East Syracuse, New York  13057

Praying for unity
 Every January, the Christian church worldwide marks the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity. This ecumenical “octave,” or eight-day observance, lasts from January 18 
(the Feast of St. Peter) to January 25 (the Feast of St. Paul). 

The week is based on Jesus’ prayer to his heavenly Father in John 17:21 that his 
followers “may all be one … so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (ESV). 
Jesus knew that if Christians were fiercely divided, people outside the faith wouldn’t want 
to learn more about him. 

The theme for the 2019 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is from Deuteronomy 
16:20 (NRSV): “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue.”

Kingfisher faith
In a video on his publisher’s website, Eugene Peterson tells of watching a kingfisher repeatedly dive for fish in a 

lake. Peterson counted 37 dives before the kingfisher caught its supper! “And he’s the king fisher!” Peterson chuckles. 
From that bird-watching episode, he gleaned a ministry lesson: It may take a long time and many attempts — 
maybe dozens! — before something works out. 

God calls us to live out his love faithfully, even when we don’t seem to be accomplishing anything. Maybe we 
extend 36 invitations to worship, work 36 monthly shifts at a food bank or utter 36 prayers without seeing results. 
“What’s the point?” we wonder. But the kingfisher urges us on: “Maybe number 37 is the charm!” 

In the words of St. Paul (and mixing fishing and farming metaphors): “Let us not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIV).


